Environmental Justice Committee Proposal for St. Joseph Parish Council


   The Environmental Justice Committee is an ad hoc committee formed after the Parish showing of "An Inconvenient Truth" last October.  At that time, twelve members of the parish, along with Monsignor Tom Holinga, determined that there was enough interest among the group to form an environmental justice committee to educate and inform parish members on ways to address global warming from a perspective of Catholic spirituality. 

I.  In A Common Declaration on Environmental Ethics Pope Benedict and Patriach Bartholomew I of Constantinople, the Pope merges his concepts on care for creation with those of Patriarch Bartholomew.1   Many communities of faith see global climate change as a very important issue to be practically addressed by people of faith.

II. The issue of parish environmental initiatives
     A.  Why Catholics should care for creation:  US Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Statement: Global Climate Change:  A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence and the Common Good 
1. Areas addressed by Catholic Social Teaching

(a)The Universal Common Good
(b) Stewardship of God's Creation and the Right to Economic Initiative and Private Property
(c) Protecting the Environment for Future Generations
(d) Population and Authentic Development, and 

(e) Caring for the Poor and Issues of Equity 


2.   Conclusion of Statement2
B.  The purpose of a Green Parish Program 

1.  To contribute to the transformation of society so that humans live in harmony and justice with all life and preserve earth for future generations.
2. The more immediate goal is the transformation of the congregation to be an intentional community celebrating and restoring creation. 
      C.  Our goals 
            1.  To bring awareness to parishioners and parish staff regarding ways that we can live our mission in part through a care for creation

2.  To make a difference as individuals and as a faith community within the parish. 

D.  The function of a Green Parish Program 
1.  It is a catalyst in the congregation for the transformation of the congregation to care for creation. 

2.  It seeks to promote care for creation in every part of the life and mission of the congregation.  
III. Building on the strengths of our parish


     A. Strong sense of parish community 
 
     B. Good stewardship 

     C. Bringing our strengths together to improve our spiritual response to God's creation - involving our community in greening the parish as well as their own homes

  IV. Action plan 
 
     A. Identification of interested or potentially supportive parishioners
          1. Develop listserv
          2. Develop other relevant communication vehicles

      B. Recommendation of environmental audit process
      C. Self-audit of parish 

      D. Professional parish audit - free or inexpensive

      E. Ongoing participation in Generations of Faith 

      F. Half-day retreat 

      G. Stewardship of creation 30 day practice for Green Parish Committee members and interested parishioners
      H. A team chosen through discernment

1. Approach the church council for authority to proceed

2. Listen to concerns and be pro-active in fostering open communication

3.  Use a five-part program to set goals in each area (worship, education, building and grounds, lifestyle at home and work, and public ministry).

4. Make a plan to implement each project. Identify the committee or group you think will be responsible for the project, and plan how to promote it.

5. Seek ways to maintain each change for the long term. 

       I.  Involvement of school, with a percentage of the proceeds realized from energy savings going to school programming 

  V. Resource "packet" of internet links3
Supporting Materials

1 Pope Benedict said there are "three specific challenges facing our world, challenges which I believe can only be met through a firm commitment to that greater justice which is inspired by charity."

"The first concerns the environment and sustainable development," he said.

Knowing that the world's resources are limited, what we need is the "capacity to assess and forecast, to monitor the dynamics of environmental change and sustainable growth, and to draw up and apply solutions at an international level," the pope said. 

"Particular attention must be paid to the fact that the poorest countries are likely to pay the heaviest price for ecological deterioration," he added.

"In meeting the challenges of environmental protection and sustainable development, we are called to promote and 'safeguard the moral conditions for an authentic "human ecology"'. This in turn calls for a responsible relationship not only with creation but also with our neighbours, near and far, in space and time, and with the Creator."  Source:  The environment, respect of man’s dignity and recognition of spiritual values are today’s challenges (AsiaNews, 3/5/07) 
2 Conclusion of USCCB statement: Global Climate Change:  A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence and the Common Good, 6/2001
“…As people of religious faith, we bishops believe that the atmosphere that supports life on earth is a God-given gift, one we must respect and protect. It unites us as one human family. If we harm the atmosphere, we dishonor our Creator and the gift of creation. The values of our faith call us to humility, sacrifice, and a respect for life and the natural gifts God has provided. Pope John Paul II reminds us in his statement The Ecological Crisis: A Common Responsibility that "respect for life and for the dignity of the human person extends also to the rest of creation, which is called to join man in praising God."13 In that spirit of praise and thanksgiving to God for the wonders of creation, we Catholic bishops call for a civil dialogue and prudent and constructive action to protect God's precious gift of the earth's atmosphere with a sense of genuine solidarity and justice for all God's children.”
http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/international/globalclimate.htm
3 Relevant Links – (work in progress)
“The Greening of Institutional Christianity”
http://www.ncrcafe.org/node/767
http://www.sanjosepby.org/TurnYourCHurchGreen.htm
http://www.webofcreation.org/

US Conference of Catholic Bishops Caring for God’s Creation

http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/ejp/
“Churches Go Green”

http://www.csmonitor.com/2003/0123/p11s02-lire.html
Three links to other faith communities’ activities

http://www.nccecojustice.org/
http://www.quakerearthcare.org/
http://www.interfaithenergy.com/
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